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he told them, that by the same rule he could not
make any offers, for that might be pleaded in
abatement of what damages a jury might be in-
clined to give. However, after some discourse, and
mutual promises that no advantage should be taken
on either side, by what was transacted then, or at
any other of those meetings, they came to a kind of
a treaty; but so remote, and so wide from one
another, that nothing could be expected from it;
for rny attorney demanded 500Z. and charges, and
they offered 50/. without charges; so they broke
off, and the mercer proposed to have a meeting
with me myself; and my attorney agreed to that
very readily.

My attorney gave me notice to come to this
meeting in good clothes, and with some state, that
the mercer might see I was something more than I
seemed to be that time they had me. Accordingly
I came in a new suit of second mourning, according
to what I had said at the justice's; I set myself
out too, as well as a widow's dress would admit;
my governess also furnished me with a good pearl
necklace, that shut in behind with a locket of dia-
monds, which she had in pawn ; and I had a very
good gold watch by my side : so that I made a very
good figure, and as I stayed till I was sure they
were come, I came in a coach to the door, with
my maid with me.

"When I came into the room, the mercer was sur-
prised ; he stood up and made his bow, which I took
a little notice of? and but a little, and went and sat
down where my own attorney had appointed me to
sit, for it was his house. After awhile, the mercer
said, he did not know me again, and began to make
some compliments. I told him, I believed he did
not know me, at first; and that if he had, he would
not have treated me as he did.